Minute of the January 15th 2009 meeting of the user committee – LNS meeting room 4th floor

Present G.Cardella, G.Casini, P.Figuera, V.Rosso, M.Taiuti

Invited M.Lattuada, S.Pirrone, P.Finocchiaro, D.Rifuggiato


The meeting begins with the introduction of the Director of the Laboratory M.Lattuada welcoming the members of the new user committee and thanking the past coordinator S.Pirrone. The Director is then giving the following information.


A new organization chart of the LNS is going to be prepared taking into account all the new activities like NEMO. 

  
The user laboratory of cellular culture needs a more accurate regulation that is going to be written.

 
There is some activity to improve the surveillance of the external Laboratories (the laboratory at the Catania harbor and the one at Porto Palo). 


Regarding the Guest House situation, this month the last authorization to use the new building should be delivered. There will be 18 single and 4 double rooms available. The University has priority on the use of 6 beds. Half of the rooms of the old guest house will be maintained, therefore there will be the possibility of accommodating about 30 guests. At Porto Palo there are 4 double rooms for people that will work there. 


There will be some new space available when part of the old guest house is converted. The personnel of LNS will have some priority on the assignment of such space but external users may also suggest specific use of part of this available space. In particular, the possibility to assign one of these rooms to the researchers of the application experiments for assembling and preliminary test of small apparatuses, will be evaluated. Some space is already present in the ‘cable distribution hall’ near the accelerator control room and it will be assigned to the various users following their requests. At the moment it is partially used by the FRAG collaboration. 

In the new building there is a large room with 80 seats for dining. Due to economy reasons it is not possible to open a real canteen at least for the moment. There is a complete kitchen available, and it could be possible to ask for some external catering to bring some food in there. The user committee will investigate about this possibility.


S.Pirrone presents a brief report about the work of the previous user committee. She remarks that the Users Meeting has to be organized soon, because during the year 2008, it was not held for constraints external to the Users Committee. She asks to organize it as soon as possible. She gives her best wishes to the new user committee.


The next point was the election of the coordinator. After some discussion G.Cardella is chosen as coordinator. He thanks the other members and accepts this charge. Afterwards, G.Cardella suggests to share some tasks between the members of the user committee following their main scientific interests. Therefore it was decided that M.Taiuti will mainly follow the users of the NEMO group, V.Rosso will mainly follow the application users, P.Figuera will mainly follow the low energy users (Tandem – Excyt), G.Casini will mainly follow the CS users. G.Cardella will coordinate all the work.


The user committee will usually meet twice a year and the general meeting of all users will be organized once a year. After some discussion it is decided to have the general user  meeting around June in the same week of the next PAC meeting. 


The user committee decides also to prepare a new form, that should be filled in at the end of each experiment at the accelerators, reporting on possible troubles, suggestions and any other comment from each experiment responsible. The user committee will use these forms for possible improvements. 


Different ‘services’ available to the users are briefly summarised by P.Figuera as follows (see also www.lns.infn.it/info/utenti/utenti.html) .

1)Target laboratory. Main duties:

target preparation (many different kinds of targets can be prepared with different techniques); preparation of isotopes for the accelerators ion sources; chemical support; plastic and metallic thin films of different thicknesses and sizes available. 

2)Experimental setups service. Main duties:

beam line system maintenance;  vacuum problems, helping the  users in preparing and maintaining experimental setups.

3)Electronics. Main duties:

Development of new electronics for the users;

A detector test laboratory, equipped with 3 vacuum chambers, data acquisition, and crates for standard NIM and CAMAC electronics, is available.

A small electronic pool with standard NIM CAMAC and VME modules and crates is available for simple experiments and detector tests. Users wishing  to use modules from the common pool should contact this service  to check what is available. 

4)Computing and data acquisition service:

Maintenance and access to local network; support in solving problems on user computers running under different operating systems; a certain number of computers for the ‘GRID’ net are maintained; development of new data acquisition systems and support to users for data acquisition.  

5)Mechanical workshop

Mechanical parts can be produced with ‘state of the art’ machinery.


It was underlined that all services are doing their best to satisfy simple 'last minute' needs of the users. Complex time consuming duties must be  discussed and requested in advance.


P.Finocchiaro is invited to describe the new web site of LNS, currently under development. It is based on the JOOMLA package, following the direction of a recent CNAF course, and it will provide the authorized web-editors with simple tools for page maintenance. There will also be the possibility to implement on-line forms, and that option could also be used for the above mentioned ‘end_of_experiment_form’. The beam schedule will be available on the web in form of a user-friendly online calendar. 


D.Rifuggiato presents the status of the accelerators. The machines are getting older and need a careful  maintenance to be kept efficient. Tandem: it is running with an old belt and there is only one spare available, made by three belts joined together. Moreover there is a small vacuum leak on the first and last tubes. There are contacts with ‘Vivirad’ company in order to find the best solution to these problems (a new tube would cost about 500k  euro). Cyclotron: from time to time there are small vacuum leaks on the cryostat, which force to switch off the field for security reasons. Work is in progress to fix this problem. There will be a short stop during 2009 to complete the maintenance of the cryogenic system with the replacement of a control PLC that will take 1-2 weeks. EXCYT: This is no more considered a project but is now one of the LNS facilities. Based on the experience acquired in the first 3 experiments, several details are going to be modified in  order to improve the reliability of the whole system. This will be done in the first half of 2009, in the same period the low intensity diagnostics for the CHIMERA and MAGNEX beam lines will be set up. Additional work will be done to improve the intensity of the primary beam. 

D.Rifuggiato reminds also that the radioprotection and safety procedures must be accomplished 10 days before the experiment. He reminds that to deliver the beam, the acknowledgement of both Mr. Russo and Mr.Cardillo are necessary, certifying that the above procedures have been fulfilled. If this acknowledgement is missing for some reason, the beam risks to be lost. 


G.Cardella informs the user committee of a new project that is going to be developed for the upgrading of the FRIBS production line. The purpose is to increase the available intensity of the fragmentation beams of at least a factor 10. This will allow to perform a better ‘beam cleaning’ of the requested beams while keeping a reasonable intensity, and to push the available beams toward the proton and neutron drip lines. The idea is to produce a beam that can be used in all the experimental points reachable by CS beams, and to have a ‘real facility’ available to all users. This facility should be equipped with systems for the monitoring of the beam transmission along the various beam lines.

The meeting is closed at 5 p.m.. The date of next meeting will be decided via e-mail. 

