LNS User Committee meeting

January 19th 2011 -  LNS meeting room 4th floor

Program:

 09:30 – 09:45
     M. Lattuada

· Welcome to the new Committee

· communications
09:45 – 09:50
     Giuseppe Cardella

· greeting of the outgoing coordinator
09:50 – 10:20
            -     election of the new coordinator

10:20 – 10:30
     Giuseppe Cardella

· final report of the outgoing Committee
10:30 – 10:45
     Danilo Rifuggiato

· Status of the accelerators
· Result of the questionnaire EXCYT: 15O beam
10:45 – 11:00
     open discussion
11:00 – 11:15
     Luciano Calabretta

· FRIBS upgratings
11:15 – 11:30
     open discussion

11:30 – 11:45
     break

11:45 – 12:00
     Sara Pirrone 

· Californium source 
12:00 – 12:15
     open discussion 

12:15 – 12:30
     Sebastiano Salamone 

· State of the technical service for the experimental halls

12:30 – 12:45
     open discussion 

12:45

     lunch

13:30

     new Committee planning activities for 2011 

16:00

     closing session 

Minutes of the meeting

Present: A. Capone, G. Cardella,  N. Le Neindre, S. Romano, V. Rosso

Invited: M. Lattuada 

M. Lattuada

The Director thanks the old Committee for the fruitful support given and the new one for the willingness  in continue the work.  Among the communications, the director points out that the program for the use of accelerators has already been drafted by D. Rifuggiato taking into account the constraints represented by the application of Catana. The Director also mentions the operational difficulties due to the staff shortage and the limitations due to the current legislation which does not allow to fully exploiting the resources resulting from retirements. This may be a limitation in the activity planned for Excyt, with particular reference to the production of the 15O beam. There are plans to exploit the knowledge of the group of the LNL by an exchange of resources between the two National Laboratories. The Director also states in the last PAC meetings there were no new proposals to carry out experiments with 8Li beams.  Regarding the LNS infrastructures, the Director announced that in addition to the new already fully operational guesthouse, three additional rooms are under construction in the main building of the LNS, which will then be closer to the experimental halls. The LNS management is also buying an elevator in order to create  a wheelchairs access to the guesthouse. About the Laboratories at sea, the Director announced that the guesthouse in Portopalo has been built and that a radio-link between the LNS and the laboratory site in the port of Catania is under construction. The Director announced that LNS together with the LNL is participating to a program (TNA-ENSAR) for financial support to foreign people who come to the laboratories for experiments that are submitted by foreign spokespersons.  Finally, the Director indicated May 2011 as a possible period for the next LNS-PAC meeting.
G. Cardella
The coordinator opens his speech talking about the activity of the old Committee, which is shown in the pages of the website. In particular G. Cardella shows the results of the monitoring performed by means of the end-of-run module submitted to all the LNS users. This monitoring indicates that almost all users are very satisfied of the operation of accelerators and services of LNS. Some groups have complained about the lack of supply leading to loss of beam time. Some others groups have reported that the characterization phase of the beam, which is necessary for their experiments, is included in the beam time allocation (zero° beam line).  G. Cardella notes that its mandate has expired and invites the Committee to elect a new coordinator. M. Lattuada leaves the room. The Committee unanimously confirmed G. Cardella as coordinator for the term 2011-2012.
The open session begins at 10:30. Invited: L. Calabretta, P. Figuera, D. Rifuggiato, S. Pirrone, S. Salamone

D. Rifuggiato

D. Rifuggiato describes the status of the accelerators. The condition of the cyclotron is like that of the last five years and has no critical points. The replacement of the cryogenic controller is required and will be made without the heating of the system. This should not affect the allocation of the beams. 
There are instead some problems for the cooling of SERSE. The staff is trying to equip the other not superconducting source CESAR with an oven for the production of metallic elements in order to reduce the criticality for the use of SERSE. The idea to solve completely the problem is to separate SERSE from the liquefier and buy a system that directly serves the source. The estimated cost is 250 k €. The tandem has been subjected to maintenance and replacement of the belt. The loss of vacuum has been resolved and at the moment  the replacement of pipes is not considered necessary. Regarding EXCYT, D. Rifuggiato reminds the interest for the 15O pointed out by the questionnaire, and the need for a physicist dedicated to the whole project and that can solve the problems concerning the source and the target.
L. Calabretta
L. Calabretta shows the changes in the extraction line. (see the ppt file). The new line should increase of a factor at least 10 the production and transport of fragmentation beams. A further enhancement on the transmission will be obtained if we will be able to produce beams  of small (3 mm) size on the fragmentation target. At the moment the line is under checking and a Fribs test will be performed at the end of February. The Committee appreciates very much the work done by L. Calabretta in a very short time (about four months). Congratulations also came from the 3rd National Scientific Committee of INFN.
S. Pirrone
S. Pirrone gives a short presentation on the Californium source project. Such a source could provide fragments (neutron rich) for beam production of great scientific interest, regarding  studies on nuclear structure as well as on reaction mechanisms. S. Pirrone gives her availability as coordinator of a study group consisted of people of LNS and LNL and foreign colleagues, to investigate on the interest of research groups.  The organization of a workshop is also suggested. This presentation triggered a short discussion in order to understand if with the present problems of man power the Laboratory is able to support also this project. The comment of the Director on this point was that we must fully understand if the Californium source project can realistically produce enough intensity to allow good physics. Once a finalized project will be presented it will be decided if it is a good opportunity for the LAB to start the searching for resources  to realize this project both from the point of view of money and for the necessary man power, also considering the possibility to move resources from other activities considered less challenging for the LAB. 

S. Salamone

S. Salamone presents the status of the LNS experimental facilities. He also highlights the importance of the technical service to the LNS users during the whole period of experiments. Currently, the technical service suffers from shortages of staff and an increase of the same is required. For more details see the ppt presentation.

After lunch the Committee meets in closed session to plan the activities for 2011. G. Cardella will update the list of the LNS users. S. Romano will be the responsible of the website. It is proposed to cite in the website the software and the data acquisition systems available in the LNS. The Committee will propose a canteen service for the users and LNS staff, supported by an outside firm. The next meeting will be scheduled close to the LNS PAC meeting, and will be communicate via email. The committee will also investigate on the possibility to realize stages for undergraduate students that are proposed by some Italian and foreign Universities. The Committee will also coordinate an upgrading of the zero° beam line in order to improve the operations with 12C beam irradiation.

The session is closed at 4:00 p.m..
